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animadversion. In the capital, where Nejdean spies often
came, the inhabitants were requested to pay fitting attendance
on public prayers, and the mosque became tolerably full.
Besides 'Obeyd was so regular and devout, so far from the
abominations of silk and tobacco, so frequent in long recita-
tions of the Goran and invectives against infidels, that his good
example might almost atone for and cover the scandals given
by his nephew, and yet more by Meta'ab, a very " wild young
man," whose eternal Nargheelah and silken dress, unsanctified
by a single thread of cotton, shocked pious noses and eyes,
and constituted a crime of which said one day a Nejdean
Metow'waa', pointing to the gay head-dress of the prince, " all
other wickedness may be forgiven, but that never." Whereon
Meta'ab, in a towering passion, turned the over-zealous censor
unceremoniously out of doors. I return to Telal.

Towards his own subjects his conduct is uniformly of a na-
ture to merit their obedience and attachment, and few sovereigns
have here met with better success. Once a day, often twice, he
gives public audience, hears patiently, and decides in person,
the minutest causes with great good sense. To the Bedouins,
no insignificant portion of his rule, he makes up for the restraint
he imposes, and the tribute he levies from them, by a profusion
of hospitality not to be found elsewhere in the whole of Arabia
from 'Akabah to 'Aden. His guests at the midday and evening
meal are never less than fifty or sixty, and I have often counted
up to two hundred at a banquet, while presents of dress and
arms are of frequent if not of daily occurrence. It is hard for
Europeans to estimate how much popularity such conduct
brings an Asiatic prince. Meanwhile the townsfolk and villa-
gers love him for the more solid advantages of undisturbed
peace at home, of flourishing commerce, of extended dominion,
and military glory.

To capital punishment he is decidedly adverse, and the
severest penalty with which he has hitherto chastised political
offences is banishment or prison. Indeed, even in cases of
homicide or murder, he has been known not unfrequently to
avail himself of the option allowed by Arab custom between a
fine and retaliation, and to buy off the offender, by bestowing
on the family of the deceased the allotted price of blood from
his own private treasury, and that from a pure motive of